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What do | reall > Build classroom routines

need the first
2 weeks of school?

> Learn names through play

> Establish a safe space for children
> Introduce classroom expectations
> Practice independence

> Build a classroom community

Every’rhmg you need for a CONFideN+

start to the school year.



How do | use
all of this?

16 SCHOOL

WEEK 1: ATAGLANCE

« Circle Time: song & rules cards

« Math & Literacy: classroom alphabet puzzles
« Science: What do your eyes do?”

« Art:Name Coloring *

Read Aloud: The School Book by Todd Parr

-y,

Day |

Introduction

v SCHOOL

WEEK 2: ATAGLANCE

Circle Time: song & poll

# VOCABULARY

 The Bundle Companion has
| everything organized and

How Do Dinosaurs Go to School?
by Jane Yolen & Mark Teague

: Search & Find*
. P\r+ Eye-Dropper Artc?

. Liama Llama Back to Scheol
by Anna Dewdney

= follow classroom
rules, routines,
and directions

« Circle Time: action poem & sort

2 :‘:;;?fév with » Math & Literacy: Push Pin Letters’
fe Circle Time: poem & riddle game ) peers o Science: Calm Down Corner eusenfi fenr
Day .'I e Math & Literacy: Pic‘fu:‘e Puzzles’ ) ?m.-iugﬁheir . g\l‘\ Paper Rﬁgslngoiglgrrggggcf
« Science: Search & Find eelings e Read Aloud by Lucy Cousins
Our Schedue ¢ Art: Dot Names* « use their sense
5 p Maisy Goes to Preschool f sight to mak i
\ b Rl s by L% gb:é?m&;l“ ¢ ( Circle Time: name match & class count
 identify their * Math & Literacy: Counting School Supplie
ﬂ— Circle Time: ch[p CIIP poem & song j own name in « Science: binoculars on the pluygr‘ounc
« Math & Literacy: Counting Backpacks print « Art: Name Painting *
Duy 5 « Science: Rainbow Discovery Bottles <@ » count with " Read Aloud: éﬁﬁéﬁfx”g{, Sha dance” ° B
e » Art: Self-Portraits part | (draw) < one-‘i‘o-onz
\_Read Aloud: MoUses Jrs 3o o o S aan 4 i fo Circle Time: song & action dice game.

= Math & Literacy: Counting Backpacks®
« Science: Take-home reader*
» Art: Golf Ball Art

Math & Literacy: Writing Practicetz | |

s song & carpet game Science: Rainbow Discovery Bottles -y
. Visual Discrimination’ Art: Self-Portraits part 2 (paint) <> I 1
- What do your eyes do?” Read Aloud: E25p.85%,Sronn Bogt, et bo You " "
. Name Tracing (w/ stickers)* I microscope |
PR D‘k]); okl song & grid game \ 1 & e I
_ OBJECTIVES . Shape Tracing R

e Circle Time: poem & poll - . Rainbow Bottles < | L magnifying

« Math & Literacy: Writing Practice 2" | The students will . Confetti Letters \ 9' S5 !

- -
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Dear Families,
We are having so much fun learning about our classroom, our
friends, and our school routines! During our Back-to-School unit,
we practiced important early learning skills through hands-on
activities, games, art, books, and play.

We Learned About: 2

« Classroom routines and expectations |m é
« Taking care of books and materials hea
« Using our sense of sight to observe the world around us
» Recognizing and writing our names

« Counting and matching quantities

Seamlessly
reate meaningful
learning experiences

from Day

e Whole Group  Small Group
e Classroom Management o SEL Support

Hurry, Little Tortoise, Time for
t Reud AIGUd Schgoﬂ by Carrie Finison 4

» Identifying letters, numbers, and shapes

Coming Home with Your Child:
« A take-home reader:

All About the Sense of Sight

Ask your child to “read” it to you and discuss.

Buck 8ch°°| ASSESSMENT Checklist ﬁ r
NAME DATE OBSERVER |

1= Unit, 2- Drarnatic Play, 3- Science, 4- Nome Activity, 5- Counting Games, 6= Writing Practice

Social-Emotional Learning & Dramatic Play
Separates from caregiver with minimal
! support

Literacy: Name Recognition
Identifies own name in pr int

d

Follows classroom rules and routines Math: Counting, Numerals, & Math Tools

Follows simple oral directions Counts with one-to-one correspondence’

ild

Transitions between activities with minimal
support

] Participates in group activities

Science: Sense of Sight

Uses 5-senses to make observations ™

Fine Motor & Writing Development
| ] Holds pencil or dry-erase marker with a
* functional grip™”

Interacts positively with peers
Takes turns and shares with others

Recognizes and expresses feelings

appropriately _Cln_lssroom Readiness

Uses classroom materials appropriately
Seeks help from a teacher when needed

Notes:

Cal0)

"6 SCHOOL
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SENSORY TABLE - Color Sorting =

Sensory tables are a classroom favorite because they combine hands-on
exploration with fine motor practice. A few simple materials can create an
engagmg c:ctl\nly that children will enjoy at the beginning of the year.

Scaffolding & Adaptation
Reduce the number of colors by
using only primary color blocks
and neutral pom-poms. Fewer color
choices help children experience
early success while practicing
color recognition and sarting

Mini-Poms
Fill the sensory table with
colorful pom-poms. Add
bottles, muffin tins, bowls, or
other sorting containers to
encourage soring by calor,

== = e e e e e e D

" DRAMATICPLAY Set Up Tips~

Many preschoolers are excited to explore the different areas of their classroom
at the beginning of the school year. Create a library dramatic play center where
children can browse books, check out materials, and pretend to be librarians.
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Rainbow Chickpeas 52
Dyed chickpeas create a
colorful sensory experience.
Add scoops, tongs, small
counters, and matching
containers for hands-on fun.

S R ey

Backdrop o Librarian Station
Use a vinyl bookshelf backdrop and  Set up a chack-out desk with an
add book bins, labels, and signsto  old laptop, library cards, pencils,

craate an inviting library atmesphare.  and a basket for returned books.

Reading Area

Create a cozy reading nook

with pillows, stulfed animals,
bean bags, or a small rug.

®Play to Lean Freschool

Look at Your Eyes
Students use a mirrar 1o look at their
eyes, then place their name on

explore the
sense of sight center through hands=on observation all unit long.

Search & Find
Search-and-find activities
strengthen observation skills and
pocket chart to show their eye color.  encourage children to look closely.

planned...all in one placel
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T Ideas ~

e to introduce materials and build fine motor

Bn opportunities to explore crayons, paint, glue,

ame recognition with the Name Art Books.

Poper Roll Binoculars ¢f2
Toilet paper rolls = Crayons,

+ Construction markers, or
paper paint

+ Glue * String yarn,

* Hole punch or ribbon

por inside a tray,  Cut construction paper to fit the
g8 where to put

paper tubes. Have students

id one ball o decorate the paper, then glue it
roll! onto the tubes. Staple or hot glue
g 2 balls. the tubes together, punch a hole

on each side, and attach a string
to create o pair of binoculars.
B v e e e

Science Center
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Snnsmy Friendly Exploration
Flace props ot the science center to
axplore. Examples include: magnifying
glasses, kaleidoscopes, glasses,
telascopes, & gogales.

©Play to Learn Preschool

Independent Practice e Dramatic Play
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WEEK 2: ATAGLANCE

) . :' VOCABULARY \I
Day 6 R
s i __ _______ I

schedule looks
different?

——————

==
£ SUPPLIESNEEDED: \

R a
|- Day 4§

____________ ]

e
mE—— Z[Day 10]}

(
<[ Day 98

e e Teaching only 4 days?
e Half-day preschool?
e Rearrange activities anytime.

The @di+dDLE@ planning template makes
it easy to fit YOUR needs.




o™ BACKTO ¢

9 Revisit classroom
[ routines £
expectations.

Will these still
be useful later
in the year?

Display all
year!

[BACK TO SCHOOL|
WRITINGPRACTICE

Great for

L) independent practice
thoughout the year.

Perfect for

NAME ART
i BOOKS

=z | literacy centers

year-round.

' A fun drama’ric
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of the year.

L

BACK TO SCHOOL |
COUNTING PRACTICE

| @ Add to the math

. cen’rcr anytime.

AbSOLLH.eLHI Every resource can be

used independently at any time.



Y>> Activities are intentionally, Introduction

Welcome to Preschooll

planned to support early || o on oo oo

children understand what is expected of them, they feel confident
and ready to be part of the classroom cormmunity.

learning standards. Objectives

* The studerts will play with words, sounds, and rhymes.
* The students will follow classroom rules.

Activities:

L Show redl life photos to the students. Discuss as a class,
2. Sing the song, ‘Ready for Preschool* Repeat with different

H - = = rmovernents for each verse Picture cards are included, if desired
ome C oo comm un‘ c a |on 3. Print the classroom rules pictures on cardstock, cut out on solid
ines, and fold on dotted lines. Eead each sertence to the class,
and show both sides of the card. As a class, determine what is

and assessment checklists fereh s

Extension Idea:

help families understand

you, auickly bring the

Are they REALLY
learning if
hey're playing?

R R R Ry

LIBRARY
1Pay & Leann at Neme

" Thy we play this way:
Dear Families, hen children parficipate in ibrary dramatic play,
We are having so much fun learning about our classroom, our ey leam how books are organized, shared, and
friends, and our scheol routines! During our Back-to-School unit, 3red for. As they check out and retum books, they
we practiced important early learning skills through hands-on ~ Jild responsibiity and early literacy skills. This pretend
activities, gomes, art, books, and play. e ay also encourages careful book handiing and
eaningful conversations about stories.

EEEEEE R E T

other hand down os if

what is happening in the

? Can you
: e | ontinue playing at home:

We Learned About: UL =" items? | Pretend Library Play: Set up a small shelf or basket
« Classroom routines and expectations o 10 of Doak; at home. Let your child be ”r.".e librarian

+ Taking care of books and materials o = and help family members “chack out” books.

R AR SN E A E R RN BN

: : Story Time Leader: Encourage your child to choose
m : gi‘f;:;:;:iii:ﬁ:g:ﬂﬁ::? theworldaroundus a0k and read the pictures to you o refel the
3 : ST ¥ story in thieir own words.
c a S Sro o » Counting and matching quantities | (3emma  Book Care Pracfice: Tak abouf how to handle
° + Identifying letters, numbers, and shrmeae sl LLLE aBi---k S e e e e e e s
] acl

® P ' to School ASSESSMENT Checklist ﬁ
@k *‘} -.[NAME DATE OBSERVER

1= Unit, 2- Dramatic Play, 3= Sclence, 4- Name Activity, 5- Counting Games, 6= Writing Practice

tominq‘le'{ome with Your Child: |
» Atdl

~home reader: Social-Emotional Learning & Dramatic Play Literacy: MName Recognition .
Al About the Sense of Sight . zﬁgggﬁes from caregiver with minimal Icdentifies own name in print
Ask your child to "read” it o you and 2
Follows classroem rules and routines Math: Counting, Numerals, & Math Tools
o !"\’ Thasamlibanmes follows simple oral directions | | Counts with one-te-one correspondence”
+ Write your child's name on a piece of Transitions between activities with minimal Science: Sense of Sight
trace it, build it with small objects, or suppor: [ | uses 5-senses to make observations
with crayons, stickers, or markers. Participates in group activities
» Look for letters, numbers, and shapes || nteracts positively with peers Fine Motor & Writing Development |
neighborhood, or grocery store. Chall ) Holds pencil or dry-erase marker with a
the first letter in their nome. | Takes turns and shares with others — funetional grip*®
ciear, aéveiopmenta + Reodng fgefar ot 0-S it (] g nd reses ks Classroom soudiness
, vocabulary, Iisfenlr.lg skils, ond o Incel.:} ' Uses classreom materials appropriately
Encourage your child turn pages, poin Seeks help from a teacher when needed

and talk about what they see. Notes:

appropriate learning objectives. —_— o

Il Playing |S learning|




WhetgI grm I|
supposed to plan
Pg" of ’rhisg

Ready-to-use lesson plans

Organized materials lists

We've done the planning.

Resources that work together

Editable planning templates

WEEK 1: ATAGLANCE

e Circle Time: song & rules cards

« Math & Literacy: elassroom alphabet puzzles
« Science: What do your eyes do?”

« Art:Name Coloring *

Read Aloud: The School Book by Todd Parr

Day |

Introduction

song & carpet gome
Visual Discrimination’
What do your eyes do?*

Name Tracing (w/ stickers)*

School's First Day of School
by Adam Rex

Circle Time: poem & poll

reracy: Writing Practice %2
Search & Find*

- Eye-Dropper Art <@

. Llama Liama Back to School
by Anna Dewdney

Math & Literacy: Picture Puzzles’
Science: Search & Find’
Art: Dot Names*

s Read Aloud: Maisy Goes to Preschool
k by Lucy Cousins

fe Circle Time: poem & riddle game )

fe Circle Time: chip clip poem & song )
« Math & Literacy: Counting Backpacks
« Science: Rainbow Discovery Bottles ¢
o Art: Self-Portraits part | (draw) <
\ Reod Alou om0y of o, )

You don’t have to!

"6 SCHOOL £

-——
# SUPPLIES NEEDED: %
I-' ™ mii

Logolfballs___ )
152 eye droppers. |
122 plastic bottlesh
12 magnifying__ |
S oglgsses
OBJECTIVES

The students wilk

« follow classroom
rules, routines W Bear, What Do You
b 5 * bin Jr. & Erie Carl
ond directions
« interact
positively with
peers
= manage their
feelings
. 88urs Go to School?
+ use their sense en & Mark Teague
of sight to make
observations & sort
. |den+I|‘f\r:1feh%|r inLetters
own name i
rint NEr Exteni Rty
prin
+ with Craftc”
+ count wi o the Library
one-to-one cy Cousins
correspondence

& class count |

Day 9

Math & Literacy: Counting School Supplies
Science: binoculars on the playground
Art: Name Painting *

ead Al |: The Color Monster Goes to
Read Aloud: [ne Co by Anna Llenas

Day [O]

Classroom Jobs.

Circle Time: song & action dice game.)
Math & Literacy: Counting Backpacks®
Science: Take-home reader*
Art: Golf Ball Art <

|
|
|
|
|
1
\

o Read Aloud: Hurry. tittie Tortoise, Time for
Schao_.r! by Carrie Finison J

- =
I! VOCABULARY \I

“dlasses __ |
icroscope |

- magnifying
glass

PLAYDOUGH

Ingredients:

| eup flour

IT. cream of tartar
¥ . water

2 T. il

food coloring of
choice

Directions:

Mix dry ingredients.
Cook with wet
ingredients over
medium heat, stirring
until the dough pulls
away from the sides
of the pan. Kneed until

smooth.

You enjoy the teaching.




HAVE FUN PLAYING AND

LEARNING WITH YOUR STUDENTS!

playtolearnpreschool.us

ESCHOOL
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- Jamie is the founder and C.E.O of P
her bachelor's degree in Early Child
W degree in reading education. She has taught
~ private schools and works tirelessly
ightful preschoo

experiences fo

@playtolearnps

TO create

meani
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ay to Learn Preschool. She has
Nnood Education and a master's
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ngful and
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https://www.instagram.com/playtolearnps/
https://www.facebook.com/PlayToLearnPS
https://playtolearnpreschool.us/
https://www.instagram.com/playtolearnps/
https://www.facebook.com/PlayToLearnPS
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