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Farmer’s Market
Dramatic Play Center

Preparation:
Gather fruit, vegetables, and dairy products 
from your play food collection and create a 
farmer’s market in your class. Don’t forget the 
cash register and overalls!

q Pretend fruit
q Pretend 

vegetables
q Plastic eggs
q Clean empty 

milk cartons
q Clean empty 

plastic honey 
container

q Baskets
q Reusable bags
q Straw hats
q Overalls & plaid 

shirts
q Farm backdrop
q Clipboards
q Cash register
q Pillow case or 

piece of fabric 
to use as a sun 
awning

Prop Checklist:
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Handy Hint:
Use a piece of fabric to 
create a sun awning over 
the area and hang a farm-
themed backdrop to 
complete the look.

Book Recommendations:
•On the Farm, At the Market by G Brian Karas
•Farming by Gail Gibbons
•Farmer’s Market by Shanda Trent

Farmer’s Market 
Dramatic Play Blog Post
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FARMER’S MARKET
Play & Learn at Home
Why we play this way:

Continue playing at home:

Read-Aloud Together
Share a story about farmer’s markets to spark conversation 
and more pretend play at home. Two great options are:

On the Farm, At the Market by G Brian Karas
Farming by Gail Gibbons
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A farmer's market is the perfect setting for children 
to explore real-life skills through play. Sorting 
produce, serving customers, and handling money 
help build early math concepts, growing 
vocabulary, and turn-taking skills. Through this kind 
of imaginative play, children develop cooperation 
and communication skills alongside a budding 
curiosity about where their food comes from.

• Backyard Market: Set up a stall in the 
backyard or living room using bins, toy fruits 
and vegetables. Take turns being the 
vendor and the customer.

• Sorting & Grouping: Gather real or toy fruits 
and vegetables and sort them by color, 
size, or type before "selling" them.

• Shopping List Fun: Write or draw a simple 
shopping list together, then go to a local 
farmer’s market or grocery store and shop 
for those items together.
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apples

bananas

peaches

grapes

tomatoes

corn

carrots

lettuce

milk

cheese

eggs

honey

Total Cost $__________

Receipt

Name________________
Receipt

Name________________
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Total Cost $__________

apples

bananas

peaches

grapes

tomatoes

corn

carrots

lettuce

milk

cheese

eggs

honey



Shopping List
Draw a picture of the things you 
need at the farmer’s market.

Shopping List
Draw a picture of the things you 
need at the farmer’s market.
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Shopping List
Write a list of the things you 
need at the farmer’s market.

Shopping List
Write a list of the things you 
need at the farmer’s market.
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My favorite fruit is _______________________________________________.
My favorite vegetable is _______________________________________________.
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Draw a picture of fruits and vegetables at your farmer’s stand.
Name __________________
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apples bananas

peaches grapes

tomatoes corn
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cucumbers broccoli

bell
peppers

potatoes

eggplant
asparagus
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plums
strawberries 

lemons oranges

pears onions
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carrots lettuce

milk cheese

eggs honey
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reusable
bags hats

scale
baskets

receipts pencils
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apples

50¢

bananas

30¢
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peaches

30¢

grapes

$1 
per bunch
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tomatoes

50¢

corn

25¢



carrots

30¢

lettuce

$1

©
Pl

a
y 

to
 L

ea
rn

 P
re

sc
ho

ol



©
Pl

a
y 

to
 L

ea
rn

 P
re

sc
ho

ol

milk cheese

$1 
per pound

$2
per gallon
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eggs

$2
per dozen

honey

$2
per jar



How to pack a
 food bag.
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1 2

First, place heavy items 
and jars in the bottom of 

the bag.

Next, put the fruits and 
vegetables in the bag.
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3 4

Last, set breakable items, 
like eggs, on top.

Now carry your fresh 
food home and enjoy.
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Hello, I’m the…

Farmer
Hello, I’m the…

 Farmer

Hello, I’m the…

Farmer
Hello, I’m the…

 Farmer
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Hello, I’m the…

Cashier
Hello, I’m the…

 Bagger

Hello, I’m the…

Cashier
Hello, I’m the…

 Bagger
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Hello, I’m the…

Customer
Hello, I’m the…

 Bagger

Hello, I’m the…

Custom

Hello, I’m the…

 Bagger
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farmer’s market farmers basket apples asparagus bananas

bell peppers broccoli carrots cheese corn cucumbers

eggs grapes honey lettuce lemons milk

oranges peaches pears potatoes strawberries tomatoes

Farmer’s Market
Language Board

Encourage language skills by saying these words as you point to the pictures and use the props in the play area.
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One morning, Betsy’s grandma decided she wanted to make homemade 
soup, so Betsy went to the farmer’s market to get fresh vegetables. 1

©
Pl

a
y 

to
 L

ea
rn

 P
re

sc
ho

ol



A farmer’s market is where local farmers sell their produce 
directly to shoppers, so Betsy knew she would find fresh veggies. 2
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At the first farmer’s table, Betsy chose the vegetables for 
Grandma’s soup. She decided on carrots and zucchini. 3
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At the next table, Betsy saw honey. The beekeeper had 
beehives on her farm where the honey is made. 4
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After the beekeeper’s table, Betsy went to the dairy 
farmer’s table. She was selling fresh butter. 5
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There was also fresh cheese for sale.
6
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Finally, at the last table, Betsy saw her favorite food, berries!
8
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Betsy had such a fun time at the farmer’s market. She took the fresh food 
to her grandma’s house and couldn’t wait to have soup later that day. 9
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More activities
for preschool and Pre-K learners:

These circle time activities and 
centers target a variety of 

emergent literacy and math skills!

Terms of Use:

Connect:

YES:
• You may use this resource

at home with your own
children or in your
classroom with your own
students.

• You may print copies for
your own children or
students.

• You may send printed
copies home with your
students.

• You may use these lessons
yourself to provide virtual
teaching videos for your
own students who might be
learning at home.

NO:
• You may NOT post this file to any file

sharing website. (DropBox, Google Drive,
Facebook, Amazon, SeeSaw, etc.)

• You may NOT resell these resources.
• You may NOT send these PDFs via email for

students to print at home.
• You may NOT share these PDFs with

colleagues via email or otherwise.
• You may not claim these resources or

ideas as your own.
• You may NOT use these resources to teach

lessons that you sell online. (Teaching your
own students – great. Selling these lessons,
even if you do them yourself, online – not
permitted.) This includes OutSchool and
similar platforms.

Play to Learn resources are for personal classroom and 
home use only. They may not be used commercially.

Facebook
Instagram

Blog

Pinterest
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Credit:
These talented artists made this possible.
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