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Groundhog Mini Unit

Day |

Day 2

Day 3

Day u

Day 5

Introduction - Groundhog

TIntroduce the new unit: Groundhog
Talk about groundnogs. Take a poll

and sing an action song.

A Groundhog's Habitat

ook at the real pictures of
groundhogs and where they live. Play
a carpet game and rhyming game.

Groundhog Body

Ingpect the real picture. Play along
with the action card game. Recite the
groundhog chip clip poem.

Groundhog Food

Compare groundnog food to what
humangs eat. Sing PLANT bingo song
and play a sorting game.

Conclusion
Record what we learned about

groundhogs and play the groundnog
grid game.
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Introduction

Groundhogs

Groundhogs are emall creatures with long sharp teeth used for gnawing or

chewing. They are sometimegs called woodchucks and are related to squirrels.

Objectives:

* The studente wil demonstrate an understanding of print concepte.
* The ctudents wil answer questiong.

* The ctudents wil play with words, sounds and rhymes.

Activities:

1. Examine the real picture of the groundnog. Ask students
what they already know about groundhogs. What do you
notice In the photograph? (Tall, paws, ears...)
Take a pall. Studente use name cards or post-it notes to display
their answers on a bar graph. “Have you seen a groundhog?”
Cut out enough black holes for each student. Sing the song, “I’m
a Little Groundhog.” The studentg place the black hole over their
head - “I live in a hole under the ground.” During the second
verge, students jump up and bring the hole down by their side.

T'm a Little Groundhog

To the tune of “Im a Utte Teapat®

I’m a little groundhog
Short & brown.
T live ina hole
Under the ground.

When the winter’s over
My sleeping is done.
I pop my head up to Q2
See the bright sunl

Day |

lesson
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Groundhogs are lar
related to the squirrel.
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To the tune of “I'm a Little Teapot”

’m a little groundnog
Short @ brown.
| live in a hole

Under the ground.

When the winter’s over
My sleeping Is done.
. pop my head up to
See the bright sun|
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A Groundhog's Habitat [§#K

Great Diggersl plans

SRR C 3] S - AT i

7 Groundhogs live in burrows
they dig underground.

S o | R

N

Groundhogs can be found near forests, meadows, and
water. They have detailed burrowsg, or holeg, with lotg of .
tunnels that can be 8-66 feet long. Some burrows can have srmg;ennvz;g&mw,&n‘
many entrances and roomg as well as a bathroom!

Objectives:

* The students wil use new vocabulary.

* The cstudents wil play with words, sounds, and rhymes.
* The students will identify colors and shapes.

Activities:

1. Show the real life photographs. Agk students what they see in the
background of each picture (grasses, trees, water, burrow, etc.)

2. Digplay one of the groundhog cards and read the words to the class.
If the pictures rhyme, students clap their hands. If the pictures do
not rhyme, students cover their eyes with their hands.

Play the “Sleepy Groundhog” game.

Extension ldea: Play a groundhog To Pld\[ the Game:

burrow game by placing * Line up the pictures of the burrows.

groundhog-themed toys Inside a Pick the right number of cards for your

brown paper bag (.., small toy students. Tdentify the colors and

groundhog, plastic fruits and vegetables, shapegs together.

a shovel (grounahogs are diggers), eto.) Hide the groundhog under one of the

Select an item and decscribe it. burrows and recite the poem to find it.

Students try to guess what it is Children guess where the groundhog

before it’s pulled out of the bag. i hiding by identifying the shape
and/or color.
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b
Groundhogs live near forests, meadows,
open fields, and water.
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Sleepy Groundhog

3 Sleepy little groundhog,
= Hiding underground.
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Groundhog Body K<k

Brown and Fuzzy plans

Groundhogs, also known ag whistle pigs and woodchucks, are brown,
fuzzy creatures related to the squirrel. They can weigh up to 13
pounds and be as long as 20 inches.

Objectives:
« The students wil notice similarities and differences and ask questions. harp festh, a al. and lond claws for G99nG.
* The studente wil demonstrate an understanding of print concepte.

« The ctudents wil play with words, sounds, and rhymes.

Activities:

1.  Show the real picture of the groundhog and ask the students
what they see. (eyes, ears, noge, claws, tail...)

2. Print the groundhog color cards and cut apart. Digplay one
card and read the corresponding poem. Students will act out
the motions with each card.

Recite the chip clip poem, “G Little Groundhogs.” Add a
groundhog to the garden after each verge.

Extension ldea: “_abel a Groundhog”
using the included center activity
then cet the file folder out during
centers for further exploration.

©Play to Learn Preschool
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Goundhogs are Fuzzy brown creatures with
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shqrp teeth, a tail, and long claws for digging.
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—y Chip Clip Poem =
_35( 0 %E One little groundnog having lots of fun,
Eating and playing in the winter sun.

, Along came a friend and asked to play,
s Of course you canl You’re a-okayl
s Add a groundhog with each new verse. =

E little groundhogs having lots of fun,
Eating and playing in the winter sun.

They ate and played until they were done.
= Then they went home and there were none.
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One little groundhog having lote of fun, ° C little groundhogs having lots of fun,
Eating and playing in the winter sun. 5 Llffle Groundhogs Eating and playing in the winter sun.
Along came a friend and asked to play, They ate and played until they were done.

Of course you canlYou’re a-okay! Then they went home and there were none.
Add a groundhog with each new verse.

5 Little Groundhogs
5 Little Groundhogs
5 Little Groundhogs
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Cut the garden strip and affix fo a ruler for stability. Clip the groundhogs to the ruler.
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Groundhog Food [K«A

Healthy Eatersl

Ground hogs are herbivores, or plant eaters. They love to eat
tomatoes, apples, lettuce, and corn as well as other vegetableg.
They also love grasseg, clover, alfalfa, and dandelions.

Objectives:

* The students will notice similarities and differences

and ask guestion.

* The students wil play with words, soundg, and rhymes.

* The students wil sort objects by type.

Activities:

1.  Examine the real pictures of what a groundhog eats.
Discugs if those are foods a human might eat.
(6roundhogs are healthy eatergl)

Sing the P-L-A-N-T cong to the tune of “Bingo.” Digplay the |
lettere P-L-A-N-T and sing the cong. After cinging the eqt these
firet verce, cover the letter P with a picture of the plant.
Sing the second verge ag “munch, L-A-N-T.”

Sort the pictures into 2 groups: Foods groundhogs eat
vg. Things groundhogs would NOT eat.

T W B A T S

To the tune of “Snge”
2y groundhog loves to eat.
q

Extension |dea:

Create a memory tray with food groundhogs like
to eat (vegetables and fruit). Name all the food
then cover the tray with a bandana or cloth
while the studente hide thelr eyes. Take one item
away and have students guess what is missing.

©Play to Learn Preschool
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PLANT
~uzzy groundnog loves to eat.
Do you know its favorite?
P-L-A-N-T
P-L-A-N-T
P-L-A-N-T

A plant ig ite favorite!
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Conclusion Day 5

What We Learned plans

To conclude the unit, ask the students what they liked best lo )l Matlwcaot

while learning about groundnogs. What did they learn and
what did they already know? 1o

Objectives: lo
* The studente will draw and imitate the act of writing.
* The students will notice and extend simple patterns.

Activities:

1. Ack the students what they liked about groundhogs.
Students can draw a picture or teachers can transcribe
their responges on the attached recording sheets. I1°
Play the Groundhog Grid Game.

To Play:

1. Copy template page onto 5 different colors of paper.

2. Create a grid where each column hags the same item, and
each row i¢ the same color. Discuss the pattern and
relationship of the cards.

. Students close their eyes while the teacher removes 1 card.

. Studentgs use their knowledge of patterns to determine which
card (color and picture) is missing.

10}

Extension ldea:

Make a yummy groundhog snack by combining bite- . .
size nuggets of apples, celery, and raising. Double- Whl?h Pne IS
check student allergies before serving. mlssmg?
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Center
Cutting Practice AC'l'NI'l'ICS

Objective: The ctudente wil
coordinate eye-hand movement and
control the small mugcles in their hands.

Cutting Practice
Number Recognition

Count & Clip Cards S Number Recognition

cut along the lines from the|
Procedure: The student File Folder Game

| I | ¢|’ n the bottom of the page to t Objective: The studente wil identify numbers 1-12.

Preparation: Print each page. Attach the cover to the front of a file folder.
Attach the tree pieces to the ingide of the file folder. Laminate and cut the leaf
pieces and place in a baggie attached to the back of the folder.

[ Procedure: Studente choose a leaf and find the match in the folder. They then
O O n O e nt r\a‘t I O r‘) place the piece on the matching tree and repeat.
A
&

2] /e A,

Count and Clip Cards 3 Concentration Working

memory

@: The students will uge visual discrimination (matching) skills to
Objective: Students wil practice one-to-one correspondence and number % o identical objects.
recognition to 12. L|ferﬂcq

H [tion: Print the picture cards. Mat onto cardstock and/or laminate
Preparation: print the carde, mat, laminate and cut apart. Labellng Cﬂ‘l‘l‘cl'

. Cut apart.
Procedure: studente count the pletures on each card and mark the correct answer il Folder G re@: Place cards facing down. Students take turne flipping over 2
with a clothes pin. e Folacr Game time. If the cards match, the student keeps the pair. If they don’t

ctive: The students will demonstrate an understanding of print concepts. y return them to the face-down position and try again.

aration: Copy, cut, and laminate the pages and labels then affix to the flle

. Apply hook and loop circle dots to the “labels® page and the back of the

. Store the labels on their space on the left side of the folder when not In use.
edure: Studente read the label uging the picture clues then attach the label

appropriate place on the groundhog picture.

grounchog

\_cbe““g E\Grmdhog
09

grounchog

Helpful Hint:

For easy self-checking, put a sticker E
on the back that will match the

clothes pin if the answer is comrect. \

7/ /

Shlopio oo Freschoo
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Fine Motor

Cutting Practice Wi

Objective: The students wil
coordinate eye-hand movement and Name
control the emall muscleg in their handg. 1o solsaare to ot the dotea inee.

Name
Uge colgcors to cut the dotted ines.

Uge sclssors to cut the dotted lines.

4 4

Preparation: Print a cutting page for each student.
Demonstrate proper scissors usage and guide students to
cut along the lines from the bottom to the top.

Procedure: The students wil cut along the dotted lines from
the bottom of the page to the top.
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Name

Uge geigcore to cut the dotted lines.

7 ..V
(T 4

NP

G

e

1
i 1
\ i
\ i
\ i
\ \
i !
\ \
\ \
\ !
i \
\ ]
\ ]
\ \
i ]
\ \
i \
i ]
i \
\ i
i \
i 1
i 1
i 1
i 1
i 1
i 1
i 1
i i
\ 1
i i
\ i
\ 1
i i
\ i
\ i
\ i
\ i
\ 1
\

NP

©Play to Learn Preschool



|ooyDsald uina o) AD|dO
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Uge geigcore to cut the dotted lines.
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oh o Math
Number Recognition Qi

File Folder Game

Objective: The studente will identify numbers 1-12.

Preparation: Print each page. Attach the cover to the front of a flle folder.
Attach the groundnogs to the ingide of the file folder. Laminate and cut the
vegetable cards and place in a baggie attached to the back of the folder.
Procedure: Students choose a vegetable and find the matching number in the
folder. They place the card on the matching groundnog and repeat.

ol ub029y JoaquinN
b6oypunods
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Math

Count and Clip Cards &

Objective: Students wil practice one-to-one correspondence and number
recognition to 12.

Preparation: Print the cards, mat, laminate and cut apart.

Procedure: Students count the pictures on each card and mark the correct answer
with a clotheg pin.

Helpful Hint:

For easy self-checking, put a sticker
on the back that will match the
clothes pin if the answer is correct.
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Literacy

Labeling Gt

File Folder Game

Objective: The ctudents will demonstrate an understanding of print concepts.
Preparation: Copy, cut, and laminate the pages and labels then affix to the file
folder. Apply hook and loop circle dots to the “labels” page and the back of the
labels. Store the labels on the left cide of the folder when not in uge.
Procedure: Students read the label using the picture clues then attach the label
to the appropriate place on the groundhog picture.

gGroundhog

Buijaqo
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Concentration heors

Objective: The ctudents will use visual discrimination (matching) skills to
identify two identical objects.

Preparation: Print the picture cards. Mat onto cardstock and/or laminate
as degired. Cut apart.

Procedure: Piace cards facing down. Studente take turne flipping over 2
carde at a time. If the cards match, the student keeps the pair. If they don’t
match, they return them to the face-down position and try again.
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More resources

for preschool and Pre-K learners:

Spring Units

me_gmc Bundie

Find literacy, math, name practice,
dramatic play, and unit lesson plans
for precchool studente.

o F book
afonnect: racenook
\§ Instagram
\\\\§ Blog
& Pinterest

Ramoriem
Graphics

Play to Learn resources are for personal classroom and

Terms O'F Use: home use only. They may not be used commercially.

. You may use this resource *  You may NOT post this file to any file

at home with your own sharing website. (DropBox, Google Drive,
children or in your Facebook, Amazon, SeeSaw, etc.)

classroom with your own *  You may NOT resell these resources.
students. *  You may NOT send these PDFs via email for
. You may print copies for students to print at home.
your own children or *  You may NOT share these PDFs with
students. colleagues via email or otherwise.
. You may send printed * You may noft claim these resources or
copies home with your ideas as your own.
students. *  You may NOT use these resources to feach

. You may use these lessons
yourself to provide virtual
teaching videos for your
own students who might be
learning at home.

lessons that you sell online. (Teaching your
own students — great. Selling these lessons,
even if you do them yourself, online — not
permitted.) This includes OutSchool and
similar platforms.
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Spring-Unit-Activities-for-Preschool-and-Pre-K-1108432
https://playtolearnpreschool.us/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1274746502712639
https://www.instagram.com/playtolearnps/
https://www.pinterest.com/PlayToLearnPS/
https://playtolearnpreschool.us/blog/



