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Circle Time Lessons Unit

Day | Introduction - Reindeer e - M OVETVICW

Tntroduce the new unit: Reindeer.

What do you know about reindeer? Sing a
oilly song about reindeer and play a hide «
ceek carpet game.

A Reindeer's Habitat — A a1t m;
ook at the real picturegs of reindeer. |
Read the poem “The Reindeer” on the

Reindeer Body

pocket chart. Sort pictures into 2 groups. || ™ e

Reindeer Body
Sing a ¢illy song about the different parts
of a reindeer’s body and label a picture.

Reindeer Food

Recite the chip clip poem “C Hungry
Reindeer” and go on a classroom

scavenger hunt.  Sonchon

Conclusion

Conclude the Reindeer unit by asking
students what they know about reindeer.
Play a reindeer grid game.

Activities:
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Introduction

Reindeer

Reindeer are very social and live in herdg in cold, snowy areags of the world.
They are the only type of deer that both males and females grow antlers. In
North America, wild reindeer are called caribou; in Europe, they are called

reindeer. Tame reindeer are curious and friendy. I,

Objectives:
* The students will demonstrate an understanding of print concepts. .

* The ctudents wil identify shapes.
* The ctudents wil play with words, sounds and rhymes.

Day |

lesson

In North America, reindeer are
adlso called caribou.

Activities:

L. Examine the real pictures of the reindeer. Agk students what they
already know about reindeer. Why do reindeer have antlers? Have
you ever seen a reindeer?

Sing the song, “We are Reindeer.” Act out the motiong in the song.
Play the shape identification game called “Shy Reindeer.”

Shy Reindeer

i : ( Y Shy little reindeer,
S (b ) B Where can it be?

Teach the ASL gign
for reindeer.
Open your hands
and place thumbg
on your head.
Bounce hands away
from your head like
you have antlers.

We are Reindeer!

To the tune of “This is the Way”

Thig Is the way we stomp our hooves,
Stomp our hooves,
Stomp our hooves.
Thig Ig the way we stomp our hooves, &2
We are great big reindeer.

look for danger
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In North Americaq, reindeer are
also cdlled caribou.




Reindeer are very social. They live in herds
which can include thousands of reindeer.

‘0'- | : ’ ,L.’l‘('\
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We are Reindeer!

To the tune of “This is the Way”

Thig ig the way we stomp our hooveg,
Stomp our hooves,
Stomp our hooves.

Thig Is the way we stomp our hooves,&&
We are great big reindeer.

Continue singing each verse of the song:
* move our antlers

« dig for food

e gniff the air

* ook for danger

* (go to cleep




We are Reindeer!

We are Reindeer!

move our antlerg

We are Reindeer!

We are Reindeer!

cniff the air

We are Reindeer!

ook oh da‘nger

We are Reindeer!

go to sleep
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Shy Reindeer

Shy little reindeer
Where can it be?
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Cut out this reindeer. ?
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A Reindeer's Habitat K&k

Arctic Tundra

Reindeer live in colder climates, such as Canada, Alaska, northern Europe, and Rugsia. Their
primary habitat is a tundra — a large, flat land in the Arctic that is covered in snow ¥or most oF
the year. Sometimes domesticated reindeer live on farms. - 15f '

Objectives:
* The students wil demonstrate an understanding of print concepte.
« The ctudents will cort objects by property.

Activities:
1. Show the real life photographs. Agk students what they cee in the § 58 =
Reindeer can live in forests, mountain

background of each picture (grasseg, trees, ete.). gions. or the Arctic fundra.
2. Read the poem “The Reindeer.” Add each of the sentences to a

Reindeer can spend up to
half of their lives in the snow.

pocket chart. Ugse the picture cards to help emergent readers
recite each line. B R or

'li\

Sort the picture cards based on if a reindeer would live there or

not. If yeg, students put their hands on their heads to mimic -
antlers. If a reindeer would not live

The reindeer 2NN
there, students are to — -
crose their arme. e thefmou -

Extension Idea:

Teach the ASL ¢ign
for snow. Hold up
both hands at
choulder level
and wiggle

fingers like

cnow falling.
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Reindeer can spend up to
half of their lives in the snhow.
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“Reindeer can live in forests, mountain
regions, or ’re Arctic tundra.
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The Reindeer |

The reindeer likes the snow.
The reindeer likes the grases.

The rej
' The rej

Ne rel
Ne rej

-
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NC

NC

eer
eer
eer

keg t

ndeer likes the mountaing.

keg t
keg t

ne forect.,
he farm.

Ne barn.
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The
Reindeer
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I'he reindeer

lkes the snow.

Sno




I'he reinaeer

lkes the grass.




I'he reinaeer

lkes the

mountaing.



I'he reinaeer

lkes the torest.




I'he reinaeer

lkes the tarm.




I'he reinaeer

ikes the barn.




A reindeer would [ A reindeer would
ive here. NOT live here.
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Reindeer Body  [K+E

Adapted to its habitat

A reindeer’s body adapted to live in a cold environment. They have
cloven hooves, meaning their hooves are split into two parts. This
spreads out the weight of the reindeer so it can walk on snow or soft
ground. Reindeer also have thick fur covering their entire body,
including their hooves, to help keep them warm.

Obj ectives: B ) ; id' or sg:jf, hoov:s
« The students wil demongstrate an understanding of print concepts. | . . T
* The students wil play with words, sounds, and rhymes. NS o oo e
Activities: RN e e et o'
1.  Show the real life photographs. Discuss how the cloved hooves help

reindeer walk on soft ground by spreading the weight out. (Compare

to trying to walk on snow with stilts versug riding on a sled.)

Point out the different parts of reindeer. LLabel the colored picture as

a clasg, then pass out copies for students to label individually.

Sing the “Antlers, Earg, Tall and Hooves” song. Hold up hands to

mimic antlers, pat your stomach Name ]

for body”, wiggle your “tail”’, and = = T con

touch your feet/hooves to encourage | fintlers, Body, [antel

Y J Tail and Hooves

mo\/ement dur‘rng the Qong’ ‘ Antlers, body, tail, and hooves, m
Exfension v | L]
Did you know both male and female reindeer Tail and hooves.

) 1 And eyes and ears

foot widel G0 outlds and e sidowolk ohalk .
to draw antlers on the ground and compare Lol and nooves)

their cize to that of the students’ heights.

To the Tune of “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes™

v
cPo,
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Reindeer have cloved, or split, hooves
that help ’rhem walk on soF’r ground.
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s

Reindeer have thick fur
to help them keep warm. S



I can label the parts of a reindeer.




Name

I can label the parts of a reindeer.




‘antlers body tail hoof
‘antlers body tail hoof
‘antlers body tail hoof
‘antlers body tail hoof
‘antlers body tail hoof
‘antlers body tail hoof
‘antlers body tail hoof

ooooooooooooooooooooo
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Y,
Tail and Hooves

To the Tune of “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes”

Antlerg, body, tail, and hooves,
Tail and hooves.

Antlerg, body, tail and hooves,
Tail and hooves.

And eyes and ears
and mouth and nose.
Antlerg, body, tail, and hooves,
Tail and hooveg!
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Reindeer Food

Love Their Lichenl

Reindeer eat more than 10 pounds of vegetation every day! They love to
eat lichen (liken) as wel as grass, ferns, and leaves. Lichen is a plantlike
living thing. Reindeer use their large hooveg to dig in the snow for lichen.

Objectives:

« The students will apply previous knowledge to new experiences. ¢

 The students will count a set to 5 and make combinations of
objects to create the cet.

Activities:

1. Print out the scavenger hunt check liste and photos.
Place the photos around the room. Take the class
on a tour of the classroom to look for the pictures.
Students check off pictures as they are found.
(Black and white copies available as well.)

Recite the “C Hungry Reindeer” chip clip poem. Ag
you progress through each verse, add a reindeer

One hun
Eating gr

Day 4
lesson
plans

to the grass.

Extension |dea:

Reindeer love to dig in the snow to look for food. Hide green, gray,
and tan pom-pomsg in white shredded paper or other snow-like
gencory filler. Rubber spatulas can be used like hooveg. Students
pretend they are reindeer and search the bin for food. Students
gort the colors into bagkete.

Scavenger Hunt

dpf 1
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5 Hungry Reindeer

Chip Clip Poem

BN’

One hungry reindeer
Eating grass by a tree.
A friend walks up.
Now how many do you see?

Add a reindeer with each new verse.

~ive hungry reindeer
Have eaten their {i
It’c time to take a nap,
High up on the hi




. S HU“QFY Reindeer VNN 3 } )

LIS UGy MEIneQs) Golting gineles by el e, Five hungry reindeer have eaten their fill.

: ‘: A friend walke up. Now how many do you see? o o ; .
t’s time to take high the hill.
h Add a reindeer with each new verse. s time to take a nap, high up on ' f

i vV 0 i LA )

Cut the grass strips and affix to rulers for stability. Clip the reindeer to the ruler.

=

5 Hungry Reindeer
5 Hungry Reindeer

5 Hungry Reindeer
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Reindeer Scavenger Hunt

antlerg

< -

leaves Noovegs

Place accompanying 1/2 page pictures around the room for students to find and check off on this page.
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Name

Reindeer Scavenger Hunt

antlerg

leaves

Noovegs

Place accompanying 1/2 page pictures around the room for students to find and check off on this page.

©Play to Learn Preschool
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Conclusion

What We know

Day 5
lesson
plans

To conclude the unit, ask the students to describe what they have
learned about reindeer.

LV What love aboyt'ghend?

Objectives:

* The studente will draw and imitate the act of writing.

* The students will notice and extend simple patterns.

Activities:
1. Ack the studentes what they have learned about reindeer.
Students can draw a picture or teachers can transcribe

their responges on the attached recording sheets.

Play the Reindeer Grid Game. Which one
is missing?
To Play:

Copy template page onto 5 different colors of paper.

2, Create a grid where each column hag the same item, and each row
is the same color. Discuss the pattern and relationship of the cards.

3. Studentg close their eyes while the teacher removes 1 card.
4. Students use their knowledge of patterns to determme wh|oh card
(color and picture) is missing.

Extension ldea:
Use the recipe card to make a yummy reindeer cracker |

snack. Be mindful of any food allergies.

©Play to Learn Preschool







©
el
Q
~<
—
o
—
0}
Q
=
S
o
-
@
[
@]
[y
o}
o

1 JoBPUISd 1N0OD MOUZ T 1OUM | tdoopuled 1n0go MOUA T 10U

:OWIDN :OWIDN|

1 JOOPUISJ 1NOQD MOUA T 10UYM, | :Jdsspulad 1nogo MOUA T IDUM



|ooyosald uina o) AD|dO

antlerg

SNow

BWLS PUO BWILS PUO

reindeer
grass

QWb puUD QWb puUD




:j; i e B B A R A e o i b o L b e e T TSR AR e o R & e e b B B e B o R o B Yo S B B! Dt b b b R R A R e L f i B e §
= Recipe card :
Spread peanut butter, or similar, 2
: on a graham cracker., :
= ] &
- ol &
= o i
> 1 &
" —

Add 2 raisin eyes and a chocolate o
: candy for a nose. Enjoy your snack. ol &
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Centers

Line Tracing
Cutting Practice

Beginning Sound Sort
Number Recognition
Color Matching

File Folder Game

Beginning Sound SorT LE2d|

Objectives: The cuden

Center

Activities

Line Tracing

"\ [Name
\| 8 ]

3 ‘\I‘.'; i A
R e |

5 -y P [

/ / S |
"l‘; i |
a |

S > I

qt!jng Practice

Preparatio
on the ingide. (
Procedure:
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Literacy

Line Tracing Center

Objective: The students will understand the purpose of writing.

Preparation: Print and laminate these tracing cards. Another option ie to place them
inside a plastic cleeve. Provide dry erase markers. (Glue a pom-pom onto the lid of the
marker for the students to use as an eraser!)

Procedure: The students wil trace the dotted lines from left to right to practice fine
motor gkills.

©Play to Learn Preschool



|o0OyDsald una o) AD|dO)

I
| — oy
[ |
I |
— s s -
: I
: |
: I
r—_—
I
_ I
| I
R |
| |
| |
_ | IR —
I I
I |
— — -y
: I
: I
: I
I L
_ I
I
I r— =
I |
I |
_ | W —
° ~ \
@) ! A N _
D | g , _
- | a ‘ |
-, 7 ==
[ — | ~ /
I
I
I
|

Trace the






©Play to Learn Preschool



Name

Trace the lines from left to right.
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Name

Trace the lines from left to right.

| SO
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Cutting Practice

Objective: The studente will

coordinate eye-hand movement and Name -
o o 'QO sclegore to oyt - e é -

control the emall muscles in their hands. e sojegare to out the dotted thec:

TaLE T AT P
i Sadint Sl
i i i

oF

Name

Uge sclggors to cut the dotted Iings. .
ﬁ ’% 5? % it
e? z

Name

Use gclggors to cut the dotted lines.

S &3
= g = Y

Preparation: Print a cutting page for each student.
Demonstrate proper scissors usage and guide students to
cut along the lines from the bottom to the top.

Procedure: The students will cut along the dotted lineg from
the bottom of the page to the top.

Fine Motor
Center
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Name @/

Uge geigcore to cut the dotted lines.

WS H e 8

©Play to Learn Preschool



Name

Uge gceigscors to cut the dotted

Inees.

]
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Name
Uge geiggsorg to cut the dotted lines.

i i i i
1 1 1 1
i ) ) )
1 1 1 1
i i i i i
1 1 1 1 1
i i i i i
1 1 1 1 1
i i i i i
1 1 1 1 1
i i i i i
1 1 1 1 1
i i i i i
1 1 1 1 1
i i i i i
1 1 1 1 1
i i i i i
1 1 1 1 1
i i i i i
1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1
i i i i i
1 1 1 1 1
i i i i i
1 1 1 1 1
1 ) ) ) )
1 1 1 1 1
1 ) ) ) )
i i i i i
i i i i i
i i i i i
) 1 1 1 1
i i i i
1 1 1 1
i i i i
1 1 1
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Uge geigcore to cut the dotted lines.

Name



Name

Uge geigcore to cut the dotted lines.

\ \
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1 1
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\ \
\ \
\ \
\ \
\ \
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\ \
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\ \
\ \
) )
! !
! !
! !
! !
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! 1
! !
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! !
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B o o s d S Literacy
eginning Sound Sort g&:
File Folder Game

Objective: The studente will identify the beginning sound of each word.
Preparation: Copy the picture cards. Glue the cover on the front, and the

sorting mats on the ingide. Cut and laminate the smaller piecec.
Procedure: Students cort the pictures by thelr beginning sound.

}dos punos buiuuibag
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reindeer antlers
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R - A Sort

R - A Sort

rainbow

R - A Sort

R - A Sort

anchor

R - A Sort

avocado

R - A Sort

ambulance
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R - A Sort

antlergs

R - A Sort

agtronaut

R - A Sort

axe

R - A Sort

ant

R - A Sort

alligator

R - A Sort

apple
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Math
Number Recognition Wi

Objective: The students wil recognize numbers.
Preparation: Print, mat, laminate, and cut both the small and large number cards.

Procedure: The students will select a reindeer number
card and match it to a grass number card accordingly.
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Name

Trace the lineg to connect the matching numbers.

7
©
3

N @ =5
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Math
Color Matching G

Color
Matching

Objective: The ctudente wil match items by color.
Preparation: Copy the picture cards. Glue the
large pictureg (first 2 pageg) inside a file folder. Cut
and laminate the smaller pictures.

Procedure: Studente uge visual discrimination to
match the pictures by color.

Color

orange

MGI‘Ch.‘ng R
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More resources

for preschool and Pre-K learners:

Alphabet Acftivities

~ Alphabet

ﬁubet

Envelopes

Thege alphabet activities will help
your young learner learn the letters
of the alphabet!

Connect: .«

Credit:

.

Newsletter

Facebook

Instagram

Blog
Pinterest

Thegse talented artiste made this possible,
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Terms of Use

. Play
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to Learn resources are for personal classroom and

®home use only. They may not be used commercially.

YE

S:

You may use this resource
at home with your own
children or in your
classroom with your own
students.

You may print copies for
your own children or
students.

You may send printed
copies home with your
students.

You may use these lessons
yourself to provide virtual
teaching videos for your
own students who might be
learning at home.

N

O:

You may NOT post this file to any file
sharing website. (DropBox, Google Drive,
Facebook, Amazon, SeeSaw, etc.)

You may NOT resell these resources.

You may NOT send these PDFs via email for
students to print at home.

You may NOT share these PDFs with
colleagues via email or otherwise.

You may not claim these resources or
ideas as your own.

You may NOT use these resources to feach
lessons that you sell online. (Teaching your
own students — great. Selling these lessons,
even if you do them yourself, online — not
permitted.) This includes OutSchool and
similar platforms.
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mailto:https://www.pinterest.com/PlayToLearnPS/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Alphabet-Centers-3824481



