
Day 1 Introduction – Reptiles
Introduce the new unit: Reptiles
Talk about the characteristics of reptiles. 
Sort pictures into 2 groups. Play “Five 
Happy Reptiles” chip clip game.

Day 2 Turtles & Tortoise
Look at real pictures. Sing a silly song 
about a tiny turtle and a song about the 
turtle’s life cycle.

Day 3 Snakes
Look at the real pictures of snakes. Sing 
a S-N-A-K-E song. Play a “Simon the 
Snake” game.

Day 4 Alligators & Crocodiles
Look at the real pictures. Sing a “Row 
Your Boat” rhyming song. Sort pictures by 
beginning sound.

Day 5 Lizards
Look at the real pictures of lizards. Sing 
the song “Lizard on a Log.” Play a lizard 
spinner game.

Circle Time Lessons Unit
overview

©Play to Learn Preschool



Day 6 Iguanas & Chameleons
Look at the real pictures. Dance the 
Iguana Wiggle. Label a picture.

Day 7 Eggs
Look at the real pictures of reptile eggs. 
Practice reading with a concept of word 
activity. Play a shape recognition carpet 
game.

Day 8 Reptiles as Pets
Look at the real pictures of pet reptiles. 
Take a poll. Sing the response song, 
“Would You Like?”

Day 9 Habitats
Look at the real pictures. Play a reptile 
habitat dice game. Practice patterns 
with a grid game.

Day 10 Conclusion
Participate in discussions about reptiles. 
Sing a review song about reptile 
characteristics. Sort pictures.

Circle Time Lessons Unit
overview
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Five happy reptiles
Underneath a tree.
One moves away.

How many do you see?

The reptiles have all moved away.
There’s no one left, you see.

Call them back.
How many will there be?

Introduction
Activating Background Knowledge

Reptiles are air-breathing animals that have scales instead of feathers or fur. 
They are vertebrates (have a backbone) and lay eggs. Reptiles are cold-
blooded, which means they use the heat from their surroundings to warm-up.

Day 1
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Show the photograph of various reptiles. Discuss the properties 

that all reptiles possess (scales, breathe air, mostly all reptiles lay 
eggs, cold-blooded).

2. Sort the pictures into two groups: 
Animals that are reptiles and animals 
that are not reptiles. 

3. Recite the “Five Happy Reptile” chip 
clip game. As you progress through 
each verse, remove a reptile under 
the tree.

Objectives:
• The students will sort objects by property.
• The students will count sets to 5 and make 

combinations of objects to create each set.

Extension Idea:
Place small plastic reptiles or 
included pictures around the 
room. Allow students to go on a 
reptile scavenger hunt using the 
attached sheet. ©Play to Learn Preschool



Turtles & Tortoise
Reptiles with Hard Shells

Turtles and tortoises are a type of reptile easily recognized by 
their hard, exterior shell. Turtles have a smooth, hard shell that 
protects them from predators and helps them swim through 
water. Tortoises have a more domed shell with bumps. Turtles 
tend to live in the water, where tortoises live on land.

Day 2
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Show the photographs. Ask students if they have ever seen a 

turtle or a tortoise. Discuss some of the differences they notice 
in the two pictures.

2. Recite the poem, “I Had a Little Turtle” as a class. Pretend to 
act out the motions of drinking water, eating soap, and having 
the hiccups.

3. Sing the “Sea Turtle Life Cycle” song.  You can use 
the stages of the life cycle cards to help guide 
the song.

Objectives:
• The students will play with words, sounds and rhymes.
• The students will arrange objects into a series.
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Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign for turtle. Make a 
fist with one hand and cover with the 
other. Extend your thumb from your 
fist and wiggle up and down like a 
turtle’s head under its shell.



Snakes
Legless Reptiles

Unlike other reptiles, snakes have no feet and slither on the ground to get from 
place to place. Snakes are carnivores (eat meat) but do not chew their food. 
Their jaws are flexible to allow them to swallow things bigger than their head!

Day 3
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Show the photographs of the snakes. Point out how the 

snakes can twist and turn their bodies. Ask students if 
they can do the same.

2. Play the “Simon the Snake” action poem. Use the picture 
cards to help with each verse by saying “Simon the Snake 
says...” and holding up a card.

3. Sing the S-N-A-K-E song.
• Display the letters S-N-A-K-E

and sing the song. Repeat the verse, 
turning over one letter each time
and saying ‘Hiss!!’ in its place.

Objectives:
• The students will apply previous knowledge to new experiences. 
• The students will repeat simple musical patterns using voice, 

body, and instruments. 

Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign for 
snake. Bend your index and 
middle finger like fangs near 
your mouth. Move hand side-
to-side away from mouth. ©Play to Learn Preschool



Alligators & Crocodiles
Largest Reptiles on Earth

Alligators and crocodiles are very large reptiles that continue to 
grow their entire lives. Although they look similar, they are 
different species. Alligators have U-shaped jaws and are typically 
smaller than crocodiles. Crocodiles have V-shaped jaws and are 
typically more aggressive than alligators. 

Day 4
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Show the photographs. Ask students to notice similarities 

and differences in the pictures (color, shape of the jaws, 
etc.)

2. Sing the song, “Row Your Boat.” Use the picture cards to 
help with the verses. (You can also mat the cards back 
to back with their corresponding rhyme.)

3. Sort pictures into 2 groups: words that start with an A 
and words that start with a C.

Objectives:
• The students will play with words, sounds, and rhymes.
• The students will begin to make letter-sound connections.

Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign for alligator. Place 
one open hand on top of the other and 
chomp down like an alligator’s jaws.
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Lizards
A Diverse Group of Reptiles

There are many different types of lizards. Some are small enough to fit on your 
fingertip, while others are very large and look like dinosaurs! Although many lizards 
look alike, they have distinct traits. Some lizards can detach 
their tails to get away from a predator while others camouflage, 
or blend into their surroundings.

Day 5
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Show the photographs. Point out how the gecko sheds its skin 

to allow it to grow. Ask students what they need when they 
grow (new clothes).

2. Sing the song, “Lizard on a Log.” Use the picture cards to help 
with subsequent verses.

3. Play the “Green Little Lizard” action spinner game. Recite the 
poem, then have a student spin the wheel and act out the 
motion shown.

Objectives:
• The students will actively participate in conversations.
• The students will play with words, sounds, and rhymes. 
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Extension Idea:
Make a healthy snack of 
“Lizards on a Log.” Cut celery 
pieces into small logs, top with 
peanut butter, soy nut butter, 
or cream cheese and add 
raisins (lizards) for a delicious 
treat.



Iguanas & Chameleons
Similar but Different

Although iguanas and chameleons look very similar, they are two distinct types of 
reptiles. Iguanas are herbivores (eat plants) that live on land and in treetops, 
while chameleons are carnivores (eat meat) that live mainly on branches. 
Chameleons have tails that can wrap around branches, helping them balance. 
Iguanas have tails that can swing around and hit predators, providing protection.

Day 6
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Show the photographs. Ask students to notice similarities and 

differences in the pictures (color, where they live, etc.)
2. Sing the song “Iguana Wiggle.” Use the picture cards to help with 

subsequent verses.
3. Label the different parts

of an iguana as a class. 
Black and white copies can
be used as a center
or sent home.

Objectives:
• The students will follow oral directions.
• The students will demonstrate an understanding of print concepts.
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Extension Idea: Teach the ASL 
sign for “chameleon” by 
taking loose fingers and 
twisting them near your
eyes. The sign mimics 
the the bulge of the chameleon’s 
eyes. 



Eggs
Reptile Beginnings

Most reptiles are oviparous, meaning they lay eggs. The eggs 
help to protect the baby reptiles that are growing inside. 
When the eggs are ready to hatch, the baby uses an ‘egg 
tooth’ to break through the egg and emerge into the world.

Day 7
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Show the photographs. Ask students what 

they think is happening in each picture.
2. Read “Reptiles Come from Eggs.” Add 

each of the sentences to the pocket 
chart. Use the picture cards to help 
emergent readers remember each line. 

3. Play the Baby Reptile carpet game.

Objectives:
• The students will use new vocabulary.
• The students will demonstrate an 

understanding of print concepts.
• The students will recognize shapes.
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Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign for egg. 
Extend first two fingers and tap 
together in front of you. Then, 
move hands down and out.
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Reptiles as Pets
A Cold-Blooded Companion

Having a pet is a big responsibility! You need to make sure you provide them with 
a clean home, nutritious food, water, and other essentials to help them stay 
healthy and happy. Turtles, snakes, and lizards can make great pets.

Day 8
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Show the photographs. Ask students to discuss other things that 

pets might need. (tank, food, water, toys, etc.)
2. Take a poll to ask students, “Which reptile would you like as a 

pet?” Students can use post-it notes or name cards to respond 
on a pocket chart or bar graph. Discuss the chart – which is 
the most popular pet? How many does it have?

3. Sing the “Would You Like?” song. Use the picture cards to help 
with additional verses.

Objectives:
• The students will recognize and label their own preferences.
• The students will play with words, sounds, and rhymes.

Extension Idea: 
Students can 
create their own 
reptile pet using 
playdough. Provide 
rolling pins, 
buttons, and other 
materials to press 
into the dough to 
make scales. ©Play to Learn Preschool



Habitats
All Over the World

Reptiles are found all over the world, except in very cold areas. They can live in the 
desert, jungle, forest, or even your backyard! Reptiles can make their homes in all 
kinds of places, like in trees, underground holes, under rocks, and in the water.

Day 9
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Show the photographs. Ask students where they may have 

seen a reptile. (Types of reptiles may need to be reviewed.)
2. Play the Reptile Habitat dice game by placing the pictures of 

the tree, rock, cactus, and ground around the room. Students 
take turns rolling the dice. Everyone then moves to the 
correct picture and acts like a reptile in that position.

3. Play the habitats grid game.

Objectives:
• The students will describe the position of objects in 

relation to other objects and themselves.
• The students will notice and extend simple patterns.

Extension Idea:
Use empty 
shoeboxes to 
create reptile 
habitats. Gather 
leaves, grass, 
sand, etc. to allow 
students to design 
a unique reptile 
habitat. ©Play to Learn Preschool

Which one is 
missing?To Play:

1. Copy template page onto 
5 different colors of paper.

2. Create a grid where each column 
has the same item, and each row is 
the same color. Discuss the pattern 
and relationship of the cards.

3. Students close their eyes while the 
teacher removes 1 card.

4. Students use their knowledge of 
patterns to determine which card 
(color and picture) is missing.



Conclusion
Unit Conclusion

As we have seen, there are many types of reptiles that share the same defining 
characteristics. All reptiles have a backbone, are cold-blooded, breathe air, and most lay eggs.

Day 10
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Ask the students to discuss what they have learned about reptiles. 

Which reptile was their favorite?
2. Sing the “Reptiles” song.
3. Sort animals into categories based on their number of legs. Pass 

out an animal card to each student, then display numbers around 
the room. Call out a number, then ask the students who have an 
animal with that number of legs to go stand near the number. You 
may also ask them to walk like the animal towards that number.

Objectives:
• The students will play with words, sounds, and rhymes.
• The students will compare objects (number, size, shape).

Extension Idea:
A reptile memory tray will work on 
concentration and memory skills. Put 4 – 6 
small plastic reptiles on a tray. (lizard, 
turtle, snake, etc.) Have students look 
away and remove one reptile. Students 
guess which reptile is missing. 

©Play to Learn Preschool



• Line Tracing
• Beginning Sound Clips
• Number Recognition
• Syllable Sort
• Push Pin Letters
• Patterning
• Visual Discrimination
• Shape Sorting
• Categorization
• Writing Practice
• Book List (recommendations)

Center
ActivitiesCenters
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