
Day 1 Introduction – Summer Fun 
Using the photographs as prompts, discuss 
with students what they like to do in the 
summer. Sing the “Summer Fun” song and fill in 
the blank to make new verses with the students’ 
ideas.

Day 2 Ice Cream
Show photos of ice cream. Recite the ice 
cream poem and build a tall ice cream cone.

Day 3 Water Play
Sing the “Water” song to the tune of Bingo. Sort 
activities into 2 groups: Activities that do need 
water and activities that do not need water.

Day 4 Watermelons
Watermelons are a delicious juicy snack. 
Explore watermelons using real pictures. Sing a 
funny rhyming song about watermelons.

Day 5 Camp-out
Camping is a great way to enjoy the outdoors in 
the summer. Take a poll: Have you ever been 
camping? Sing a song all about having fun on a 
camping trip.
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Day 6 Hot & Cold
Students sort pictures into 2 groups– Things 
that are Hot and Things that are Cold. Play a
logic “Grid Game” with hot and cold pictures.

Day 7 Celebrate Summer
Fireworks are used to celebrate an event. Sing 
the song to help reinforce color recognition. 
(Alternatively: Recite the poem “Five Bright 
Fireflies” to practice subtraction.)

Day 8 Lemonade
This cute song about making lemonade teaches 
sequencing.

Day 9 Summer Safety
Discuss how to stay safe in the summer using 
real pictures. Sing the Summer Safety song.

Day 10 Summertime – Conclusion
Conclude your Summer unit by creating a lemon 
chart. Each child contributes 1-2 ideas or facts 
that they learned about summertime. Take a 
poll: What is your favorite thing to do in the 
summer? 

Unit
overview
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Summer Fun
Activate Background Knowledge

Introduce the new unit (summer) to the students. Bring in a few things that can be used in 
the summer: sunglasses, swimsuit, googles, and a hat. Engage in discussion questions.

Activities:
1. Show the real life objects and summertime fun

photographs. Ask students what they like to do in
the summertime.

2. Sing the song “Summer Fun” to learn about all of
the different things you can do in the summer.
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Extension Idea: A summer memory tray will work on 
concentration and memory skills. Put 4-6 summer 
time objects on a tray. Cover the tray with a 
bandana and remove 1 item. Students take turns 
guessing what is missing.

Day 1
lesson
plans

Objectives:
• The students will look at real objects that are

common in the summertime.
• The students will look at real pictures of things

to do in the summer.
• The students will sing a song all about summer

(oral language practice).



Ice Cream
All about ice cream 

Do you like to eat ice cream? There are so many yummy flavors to choose from.

Activities:
1. Show photographs of ice cream. Ask students if they know

where ice cream comes from.
2.

3.

Take a poll. Students use name cards or post-it notes to “vote” 
for their answer on a bar graph. What is your favorite flavor 
of ice cream?
Recite the “Ice Cream” poem and build the cone as you add 
each scoop.
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Day 2
lesson
plans

Objectives:
• The students will discuss what they know about ice cream.
• The students will recite a poem (oral language and 

counting skills).
• The students will identify color words.

Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign 
for ice cream. 
Make a fist and 
bring down from 
your mouth, as if 
eating an ice cream 
cone.
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Water Play
Activities with water

When it’s hot outside during the summer, we can cool off by playing in water.

Activities:
1. Look at photographs of water activities. Discuss different things 

that we can do with water.
2. Sing the W-A-T-E-R song in the tune of “Bingo”.

a. Display the letters W-A-T-E-R and sing the song.
b. After singing the song for the first time, cover up the letter 

W with a picture of child splashing. Sing second verse as 
“splash-A-T-E-R”.

3. Sort the pictures into 2 groups: Activities that need water and 
activities that do not need water.

Day 3
lesson
plans

Objectives:
• The students will sing a song (oral language).
• The students will sort pictures into 2 groups (concept sort).

Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign for 
water. Make the letter 
W with 3 fingers. Bring it 
to your mouth twice.
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Watermelons
Exploring watermelons

Have you ever tasted watermelon? Let’s use our senses to explore the outside and the 
inside of a watermelon.

Activities:
1. Sing the song “Down by the Bay”.  Switch the different 

rhymes to change the words in this hilarious song.
2. Cut open a watermelon. Use all senses to describe the 

watermelon.  What describing words can be used to 
describe the findings? Write describing words on list.
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Day 4
lesson
plans

Objective:
• The students will describe existing knowledge of watermelons.
• The students will sing a song (oral language practice).
• The students will use their senses to explore a watermelon.

Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign for 
watermelon. First, 
sign water, then flick 
your wrist to sign 
melon.



Camp-Out
All about the adventures of camping

Sleeping outside in a tent is a fun thing to do in the summer time. Have you ever gone on a 
camp out?

Activities:
1. Show the photograph posters of camping.
2. Ask the students the question:

“What do you do when you go camping?”
3. Take a poll: Students use name cards or post-it notes to “vote”

for their answer on a bar graph. Have you ever been
camping?

4. Sing the song “Camp-Out” and have students act out the
actions.

©Play to Learn Preschool

Day 5
lesson
plans

Objectives:
• The students will use background knowledge about 

camping to have a discussion.
• The students will sing a song all about camping (oral 

language practice).

Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign for 
tent. See illustration 
for details.
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Hot & Cold
Comparing opposites

Opposites are a pair of words that have different meanings. Hot and cold are great 
examples of comparing the different words.

Activities:
1. Engage students in a discussion about items that are hot and items

that are cold. These are opposites. Fill 2 cups with water: one warm
(not too hot) and one cold. Let the students feel the opposites.

2. Sort pictures into 2 different groups: Things that are hot and things
that are cold.

3. Play the Grid Game:
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Extension Idea:
Make ice cubes. Invite students to touch 
the ice. What happens when it gets 
warm? Experiment with different ways 
to make the ice melt.

Day 6
lesson
plans

Objectives:
• The students will identify opposites (concept sort).
• The students use logical thinking skills.

To Play:
• Copy the attached page onto 4-5 different colors of paper.
• Create a grid where each column has the same picture and

each row is the same color.  Discuss the pattern and
relationship of the cards.

• Students close their eyes while the teacher removes 1 card.
• Students use their knowledge of patterns to determine which

card (color and picture) is missing.

?



Celebrate Summer
Fun ways to celebrate summer

In the summertime, the nights are warm and the days are long. What’s your favorite 
thing to do on a warm summer night? This lesson has 2 options: fireworks or fireflies.

Activities:
1. Show the photograph poster of fireworks or fireflies.
2. Recite either the rhyme “5 Bright Fireworks” for color

identification practice or the poem “5 Bright Fireflies” for
practice with subtraction.

Extension Idea:
Use a fork dipped in 
paint to create some 
beautiful firework 
art.

Day 7
lesson
plans

Objective:
• The students will recite a rhyme. (color identification, counting,

and oral language)
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Lemonade
All about lemons

Making lemonade is something that all children love to do in the summertime. Have you ever 
tasted a lemon? Have you ever made lemonade?

Activities:
1. Show the photographs of lemons. Have you ever made 

lemonade? How do you make lemonade? 
2. Cut up a lemon and investigate. Give each child a slice to try. 

What does it taste like?
3. Sing the song “Lemonade”. This is a fun way to practice 

sequencing.
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Day 8
lesson
plans

Objective:
• The students will describe what they know about making lemonade.
• The students will use their sense of taste.
• The students will sing a song for oral language and sequencing 

practice.

Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign for 
lemon. Make the letter 
L. Bring it to your cheek
and twist it forward.



Summer Safety
All about safety

Activities:
1. Show the safety posters.
2. Ask the students the questions:

“What can you do to keep safe in the summer?” 
“Why is it important to wear a helmet when riding a bike?” 
”What does a lifeguard do?” etc.

3. Sing the song “Summer Safety.” Show the enclosed picture during
each verse. Are there any other ways to keep yourself safe in the
summer?
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Day 9
lesson
plans

It is important to be safe and healthy in the summer. 
Wearing hats and using sunscreen are a few ways to keep us safe.

Objective:
• The students will recall what they know about keeping their bodies

safe in the summertime.



Summertime
Unit conclusion

To conclude the unit, ask the students to describe what they have learned about the 
summertime.

Activities:
1. Invite students to list the things they have learned 

about the summertime. Write each idea on a lemon 
cutout.

2. Create a chart or poster using the included 
headers and lemon pictures.

3. Create a poll – what is your favorite thing to do in 
the summer?
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Day 10
lesson
plans

Objective:
• The students will discuss the things that they have learned about summer.
• The students will take a vote.

You can eat
watermelon.

- Jamel

I can go camping 
in a tent
- Darla

Wear sunscreen 
every day.
- Walter

Ice cream is cold.

- Anna

Watermelons grow 
on a vine.
- Bennett



• Line Tracing
• Cutting Practice
• Visual Discrimination
• Word Wall Cards
• Beginning Sound Sort
• Rhyming Sort
• Rhyming Pairs
• Missing Numbers
• Count & Clip Cards
• Shape Sorting
• Book List

(recommendations)
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