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Circle Time Lessons
Day 1 Introduction

Introduce the new unit: Ocean.
Use the real life photographs to talk 
about oceans.

Day 2 Which animals live in the Ocean?
Look at the pictures of the ocean 
animals. Show the pictures and discuss. 
Sort animals into 2 groups: Animals that 
live in the ocean and animals that do not.

Day 3 At the Beach
Observe real beach objects.
Take a poll: Have you ever been to the 
beach?

Day 4 Sharks
Look at real pictures of sharks. Talk 
about different types of sharks. Label 
different parts of a shark

Day 5 Ocean Mammals
Use these real photographs to introduce 
different characteristics of ocean 
mammals. Sing the song “Mammals and 
Fish”.

Unit 
overview
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Day 6 Fish
Look at the pictures of fish and discuss.
Play “Little Fish” carpet game.

Day 7 Jellyfish Jig
Practice active listening, categorizing, and 
following directions with this gross motor 
game.

Day 8 Scuba Diving
Look at real photographs of scuba divers 
and snorkelers. Sing a song all about things 
you would see in the ocean.

Day 9 Ocean riddles
Listen to the clues and try to figure out 
which ocean animal is hiding in the riddle 
bag.

Day 10 All About the ocean
Conclude your Oceans unit by creating a 
bubble chart. Each child contributes 1-2 
ideas or facts that they learned about 
oceans. 
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Objective:
• The students will describe their existing 

knowledge of the ocean.
Activities:
1. Show the photographs of the ocean.
2. Discuss the ocean: What do the students 

know about the ocean? What lives in the 
ocean? Explain that the oceans are an 
important source of food and are vital to 
keeping the planet healthy.

3. Ocean water is salty. Sprinkle a little bit of 
salt into a cup of water. Take a sip. The 
salty water tastes like the ocean.

What is an Ocean?
Activate Background Knowledge

Day 1
Lesson Plans

Introduce the new unit (Oceans) to the students. Engage in discussion questions.
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Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign for 
beach. Place both hands 
open with fingers facing 
forward and palms pointing 
down towards the ground. 
Make wave like motions with 
your hands.

beach

Day 1
lesson 
plans



Objective:
• The students will sort animals into 2 groups. 

Activities:
1. Engage the students in a discussion about the ocean. What lives in the ocean? 
2. Sort the pictures into 2 groups: Does the animal live in the ocean or not?

Ocean or Not?
Concept Sort
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There are many different animals and fish that live in the ocean. 

Day 2
lesson 
plans



Objectives: 
• The students will discuss what they know about the beach. 
• The students will sing for oral language practice.
• The students will identify shapes and colors with the “Seashell” 

carpet game.

Activities:
1. Bring in real objects from the beach and ocean (sand, shells, 

sand dollar, driftwood, sand, etc.). Ask the students what kind 
of things they could do at the beach.

2. Take a poll - Students use name cards or post-it notes to 
“vote” for their answer on a bar graph. Have you ever been 
to the beach?

3. Sing “I See Sea Shells,” a song about being at the beach.
4. Play the “Seashell” carpet game. It’s a fun way to introduce 

shape identification.

At the Beach!
Beach investigation 
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Day 3
lesson 
plansEngage students in a discussion about the beach. There are so many 

things to explore at the beach. 

To Play the game:
1. Line up the pictures of the beach pails. 
2. Identify the shape on each one. (Choose just a few to start.)
3. Hide the seashell under one pail and recite the poem together.
4. Children choose a pail and check to see if the shell is there.



Sharks
Investigation
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Objective: 
• The students will describe features of sharks.
• The students will reinforce knowledge with the 

“Sharky Pokey” song.
• The students will label parts of a shark.

Activity:
1. Show real life pictures of sharks and discuss.
2. Ask the students what they know about 

sharks.
3. Learn different parts of a shark with the 

song “Sharky Pokey.”
4. Use knowledge about sharks to label different 

parts of a shark.

Sharks are fast swimming fish with teeth that grow and fall out quickly. 
Sharks never run out of teeth. If they lose a tooth, another one grows in its place!

Shark
Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign for 
Shark. Make a fin on the 
top of your head with all 
fingers pointing up.

Day 4
lesson 
plans



Ocean Mammals
Animal Classification
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Not every animal that swims in the ocean is a fish! Mammals live there too.
Objectives:
• The students will discuss and sing a song about the 

differences between mammals and fish
• The students will sing an addition song (addition 

and oral language) 
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Activities:
1. Are whales fish? What about dolphins? Is everything 

that swims in the ocean a fish? Discuss with the 
class.

2. Show pictures of ocean mammals. Talk about why 
they are mammals. (They breathe air. Their babies 
are born alive, not in eggs. The babies drink milk from 
their mothers.)

3. Sing the song called “Mammals and Fish” or the poem 
“One Whale.”

4. Label parts of a whale

WhaleExtension Idea:
Teach the ASL signs for 
Whale and Dolphin.  See 
illustrations for details.

Dolphin

Day 5
lesson 
plans



Fish!
Investigation 
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Objectives:
• The student will discuss what they know about fish.
• The student will identify colors and numbers with the “Little Fish” 

carpet game.
• The students will sing a song about colors (oral language).

The oceans are full of millions of fish of all different colors, sizes and shapes. 
There are over 3,000 different types of fish.

Activities:
1. Show real life pictures of fish in the ocean and discuss.
2. Ask the students what they know about fish. Scales cover their bodies and gills allow 

them to breathe. Some fish eat plants; others eat other fish, shrimp and crabs.
3. Play the “Little Fish” carpet game for number and color identification.
4. Sing the song “Bubble, Bubble, Pop” for color reinforcement.

fish
Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign 
for fish. See the 
illustrations for details.

Day 6
lesson 
plans



Jellyfish Jig
Active ListeningObjective:

• The students discuss their knowledge of jellyfish.
• The students will follow oral directions.

To Prepare –
1. Get 12 sheets of colored paper (3 sheets each of pink, yellow, green, and blue).
2. Print the jellyfish onto the colored paper and spread them out on the floor.
3. Talk about the categories of pictures on the jellyfish – food, animals, and places.
4. Read the directions and encourage the children to move to the jellyfish as described.

Day 7
lesson 
plans

Activity:
1. Show children the picture of the jellyfish. Discuss what they 

know about them. Talk about how a jellyfish isn’t really a 
fish at all because it doesn’t have any bones! Look at their 
bodies and their long tentacles. The tentacles can sting.

2. Play a game of “Jellyfish Jig.”
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Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign for 
jellyfish. Place one 
hand to the side of your 
body and pull up your 
fingers 3 times.

jellyfish



Scuba Diving
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Objectives:
• The students will use their imagination skills to pretend to scuba dive. 
• The students will use learned knowledge to name ocean animals.

People cannot breathe under the ocean like fish. Scuba diving and snorkeling are ways 
that we can investigate the ocean by allowing people to breathe underwater – just like fish!

Using Imagination

Activity:
1. Show students real pictures of people scuba diving and snorkeling. 
2. Pretend to go scuba diving. Have the students pretend to put on scuba diving equipment 

(air tank, mask, snorkel and fins). Ask students to describe what they “see.”
3. Sing the song “A Sailor” about the things you might see if you went to the ocean. 

Day 8
lesson 
plans



Ocean Riddles
Listening Practice
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Objective: 
• The students will listen to clues and identify the ocean animal.

Now that we have identified many different ocean animals, let’s compare and contrast them.

Activity:
1. Create riddle bags. Place small plastic or stuffed animals inside each bag 

and attach the riddle. (As an alternative, you can print the ocean animal 
pictures and put them inside the bags.)

2. Read the riddle while the students practice their active listening skills. They 
guess the animal, then check inside!

Day 9
lesson 
plans



All About the Ocean
Conclusion

Objective: 
• The students will demonstrate their knowledge of the ocean
Activity:
1. Invite students to list the things they have learned about oceans and ocean animals. 

Write each idea on a bubble.
2. Create a chart or poster using the included headers and pictures.
3. Take a poll – what is your favorite ocean animal.
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Sharks 

live in the 

ocean.
Lots of 

animals live 
there.

Dolphins 
are not 
fish.

Whales 
have a 

blowhole.
It has 

sand.

Day 10
lesson 
plans

To conclude the unit, ask the students to describe what they have learned about the ocean. 



Centers
• Word Wall Cards
• Fine Motor Practice
• Concentration Game
• Fish Shapes
• Sand Tray Letters
• Fish or Sand? 

(Beginning sound sort)
• Sea Shell Syllables
• At the Beach 

(Emergent Reader)
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