
Day 1 Introduction – Animals
Introduce the new unit: 
Awesome Animals.
Talk about animals that may live at a zoo. 
Sort pictures into 2 groups. 

Day 2 Elephants
Look at the real pictures of elephants. 
Sing two silly songs about elephants.

Day 3 Monkeys
Look at the real pictures of monkeys. 
Play “Simon Says.” Use logical thinking to 
play the animal grid game.

Day 4 Hippos
Look at the real pictures of hippos. Play 
a hippo hide & seek carpet game. Be a 
zookeeper, observe animals and record 
their movements.

Day 5 Kangaroos
Look at the real pictures of kangaroos. 
Sort pictures into 2 groups. Recite the 
action poems and move like animals. ©Play to Learn Preschool
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Day 6 Sloths
Look at the real pictures of sloth. Sing 
the sloth song. Sort pictures into 2 
groups.

Day 7 Giraffes
Look at the real pictures of giraffes. 
Sort pictures into 2 groups: Animals that 
are big/small.

Day 8 Big Cats
Look at the real pictures of lions and 
tigers. Play a lion hide & seek carpet 
game. Recite the “Five Shy Tigers” chip 
clip poem.

Day 9 Going on a Safari
Look at the real pictures of a safari. Go 
on a classroom safari trip!

Day 10 Conclusion
Practice active listening skills by solving 
these riddles all about animals. Take a 
class poll.
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Awesome Animals
Activate Background Knowledge

Introduce the new unit (Animals) to the students. Have you ever been 
to the zoo? The zoo is a great way to see animals from all over the 
world.

Day 1
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Sort pictures into two groups: Is it an animal or not an 

animal?
2. Take a poll. Have you ever been to the zoo?
• Students use name cards or post-it notes to show their 

answer on a bar graph. 
• Alternatively, they can make a physical graph by lining 

up behind the different headings.
3. Take turns rolling the animal dice and invite students to 

move and sound like animals. 

Objectives:
• The students will notice similarities and differences and ask 

questions.
• The students will label their own preferences.
• The students will follow oral directions.
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Extension Idea:
Monkeys love bananas. Use the
picture recipe to make banana bread.
https://playtolearnpreschool.us/banana-bread/
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Elephants
Biggest land animal

Activities:
1. Show the photograph posters of elephants. 
2. Ask students to examine the elephants. Why do elephants have 

large ears? Why do elephants have a trunk?
3. Read the poem “The Elephant Stomp.”
4. Use the prop cards to encourage oral language.
5. Recite the song, “5 Elephants.” Add an elephant to the bathtub 

before the start of each verse. Finish the song by tipping the 
elephants out of the bathtub.

Objectives:
• The students will notice similarities and differences.
• The students will follow oral directions and use basic locomotor 

skills.
• The students will play with words and count to 5.

Elephants are extraordinary animals! They are the largest land mammal and live in 
the Savannah habitat. Engage in discussion about elephants. 

Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign 
for elephant. 
Start near your 
nose, move your 
hand downwards 
and outwards like a 
trunk.
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Monkeys
Live in all around the world

Activities:
1. Look at the real pictures of monkeys. 

Ask the students what they already 
know about monkeys.

2. Monkeys are known for copying 
behavior. Play the action song, “Simon 
says.” Use the action prop cards.

3. Play the Animal grid game.

Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL 
sign for monkey. 
Use hands to 
scratch armpits 
like a monkey. 

Day 3
lesson
plans

There are many different types of monkeys. Most monkeys have tails and walk 
on all four feet. Monkeys live all around the world.

Objectives:
• The students will discuss the differences and similarities and 

ask questions.
• The students will follow oral directions.
• The students will notice simple patterns.

To Play:
1. Copy page 29 onto 5 different colors of 

paper.
2. Create a grid where each column has the 

same letter, and each row is the same 
color.  Discuss the pattern and relationship 
of the cards.

3. Students close their eyes while the teacher 
removes 1 card.

4. Students use their knowledge of patterns to 
determine which card (color and picture) is 
missing.

Which one is 
missing?
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Hippos
Live on the African savannah

Activities:
1. Examine the real pictures of the hippos. Engage 

in discussion questions about hippos. Would a 
hippo be good at swimming? Why or why not?

2. To play the ”Happy Hippo” game.
• Line up the pictures of the lakes. (Numbers 1-16 

are included. Pick the right number of cards for 
your students.) Identify the numbers together.

• Hide the hippo under one of the lakes and recite 
the poem to find it.

• Children guess where the hippo is hiding by 
identifying the number.

3. Use the QR code provided to watch real life 
hippos or general safari animals at the San Diego 
Zoo. https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/cams/hippo-cam
https://www.sdzsafaripark.org/giraffe-cam

4. Students can observe the animals and fill out the 
recording sheet.

Day 4
lesson
plans

Objectives:
• The students will notice the attributes and ask questions.
• The students will identify numbers and practice taking turns.
• The students will observe and use critical thinking skills.

Hippos like to spend their time in water to keep cool. A hippo’s skin is able to make 
sunscreen to protect it from the sun. Hippos cannot breathe underwater, but they 
can hold their breath for up to 5 minutes.
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Kangaroos
Live in Australia 

Day 5
lesson
plans

Kangaroos live in Australia. They have strong back legs to help 
them jump. Their tails helps them to balance. They like to eat 
leaves and grass. 

Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL 
sign for 
kangaroo.  
Place your hands 
like kangaroo 
paws and make 
them hop.

Objectives:
• The students will use new vocabulary.
• The students will sort objects by qualities.
• The students will demonstrate basic locomotor skills.

Activities:
1. Look at real photographs of kangaroos. Engage in 

discussion questions. How does a kangaroo jump? Where 
does a mother kangaroo carry a baby?

2. Sort pictures into two groups: Things that can jump and 
things that can not jump.

3. Recite the animal poems and practice moving like the 
animals described.
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Sloths
Live in the rain forest

Day 6
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Examine the real pictures of the sloth. Engage in 

discussion questions. Why does the sloth move so 
slowly? Why do sloths live in forests?

2. Sing the S-L-O-T-H song in the tune of “Bingo.”
3. Display the letters S-L-O-T-H and sing the song. 

After singing the song for the first time, cover up 
the letter S with a picture of the sloth yawning. 
Sing the second verse as “yawn, L-O-T-H.”

4. Play a version of red light/green light. Move slow 
like a sloth and fast like a lion. Hold up each card 
one at a time while students move slow and fast.

Objectives:
• The students will examine the real picture and respond to 

comments and questions.
• The students will play with words and sounds.
• The students will follow oral directions.

Sloths live in tropical rain forests. They are considered to be the slowest moving animal. 
They stay mostly in the trees eating leaves, but they do love to swim. 

Extension Idea:
Most sloths are vegetarians - that
means they only eat plants and
leaves. Bring in a variety of different 
vegetables for a taste test.
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Giraffes
Live on the African savannah

Day 7
lesson
plans

Giraffes are the tallest animals on earth. They eat the leaves at the top of 
the trees. Each giraffe has its own unique pattern. Giraffes sleep standing 
up!

Activity:
1. Look at the real pictures and discuss with students what 

they know about giraffes. Engage in discussion questions. 
Why does a giraffe have such a long neck? How do giraffes 
run so fast?

2. Sort pictures into two groups: Things that are big and 
things that are small.

Objective:
• The students will use new vocabulary.
• The students will notice similarities and differences 

between two groups of pictures.

Extension Idea:
Teach the ASL sign for 
giraffe.
Start with your hand at 
the base of your neck 
and move it upwards, 
like a long giraffe neck. 
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Big Cats
Lions and Tigers

Day 8
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Examine the real pictures of the lions and tigers. Discuss the 

differences between the two different types of cats. 
2. Play the shape identification game called “Lion Fun.”
3. Take a poll. What is your favorite Big Cat?
4. Recite the chip clip poem, “Five Shy Tigers.” Remove a clip from the 

jungle as the poem counts down.

Objectives:
• The students will notice similarities and differences and ask 

questions.
• The students will identify shapes.
• The students will recognize and label their own preference.
• The students will count from 1-5 and manipulate objects with their 

hands.

Big cats include lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, and cheetahs. Lions, 
leopards, and cheetahs live in the savannah. Tigers live in Asia. Jaguars 
live in the rain forest. The tiger is the biggest of all of the cats.
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Going on a Safari
All about animals

Day 9
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Examine the real pictures and engage in discussion questions. 

What animals would you see on a safari? Could other vehicles 
be used on a safari? Why would that be a good way to see 
animals?

2. Go on a safari in the classroom. Hide the real pictures of 
savannah animals around the room. Give each child a 
recording sheet. Circle or color each animal as it is “found.” 

Objectives:
• The students will use new vocabulary.
• The students will demonstrate an understanding of print 

concepts.

A safari is a way to observe animals in their natural habitat. People can 
drive in vehicles around the African plains to see animals.

Extension Idea:
Make binoculars with 2 toilet 
paper tubes. Glue them 
together and attach a string. 
Use the binoculars to go on a 
safari to look for animals.

Joe Jamie
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Conclusion
Unit Conclusion

Day 10
lesson
plans

Activities:
1. Take a poll. What is your favorite animal?
• Students use name cards or post-it notes to 

show their answers on a bar graph. 
• Alternatively, they can make a physical graph 

by lining up behind the different headings.
2. Create riddle bags. Place small plastic toys 

inside each bag and attach the riddle. (As an 
alternative, you can print the animal pictures 
and put them inside the bags.)

3. Read the riddle while the students practice 
their active listening skills. They guess an 
animal, then check inside!

Objectives:
• The students will express themselves using words and 

sentences.
• The students will actively participate in conversations.

To conclude the unit, ask the students to describe what 
they learned about animals.
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• Cutting Practice
• Line Tracing
• Word Wall Cards
• Writing Practice
• Counting Leaves
• Beginning Sound Sort
• Categorization
• Beginning Sound Puzzles
• Push Pin Letters
• Count & Clip Cards
• Book List (recommendations)

Center
ActivitiesCenters
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